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EFORE I enter upon the 
preſent Occafion of the fre- 
quentAttendancewhich thoſe 

eople, called 2yakers, give 


* daily upon the preſent Par- 
) ff . lhall ome a oct 
g Sketch of their Riſe, Progreſs, and Opi- 
ö nions to this preſent Time, in order to in- 
form the Reader, how. little an Occaſion 
they have, at 5 to appeal to Parli- 
ament; when they not only enjoy Liberty 
of Conſcience, as they call it; but, in Re- 
Aitty, more than any other Sect upon the 
Fate of ie Parent” et Cr 
RS ee + Thoſe 
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_ Thoſe People, by ſome called Naters, 
| by others, Shakers (from the Violence of 
their Fits, which commonly attend them 
in the Height of their Doctrines) firſt rook- 
their Riſe in England in the Year 1651, 
brought here by a Nobleman of Silecia, 
by Name Caſpar Schwenckfeldius of Qing; 
from whom they are called, Abroad, 
Schwenckfeldians, and here, Enthuſiaſts, 
upon account of their Pretences to Inſpira- 
tion. | SO, ; . 

Their Doctrine is, That reading the 
Scripture, is like reading a dead Letter; 
that the external Word of God, can have 
no Effect upon us, without it works in- 
wardly thro' the Spirit, in Inſpirations, 
Raptures, and what not, which the Soul 


muſt feel. 


They likewiſe originally denied the di- 
vine Nature of Chrif as to his being the 
Son of God, their general Belief being on- 
ly, that he came as a Prophet into the 
| Baptiſm they think intirely uſeleſs in 
regard to Regeneration, and cite a Paſſage 
in Scripture, in Defence of themſelves, _ 
viz. That neither C ircumciſton, nor Uncir- 
cumciſfon, availeth any thing, but a new 
Creature Not 3 as Man is 


2 


born in Original Sin, he ſtands in need of 
Baptiſm, in order to his becoming a new 
| e Creature. 


Z 
Creature. In like manner they deny the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

They wholly reject Miniſterial Ordi- 
nances, and fancy e is not to be 
tied to ſet Forms of Worſhip, but rather 
to be quite unconfined. They, therefore, 
when they meet in publick Aſſemblies, 
chooſe firſt to take ſome Time in delibe- 
rating the Subject they are to enter upon, 
as well as to give themſelves Leiſure to 


frame their Minds into a calm and ſerene 85 
Diſpoſition; that they may, as they think, 
be better enabled to be guided by the Holy 
Spirit, which, they believe, worketh in 
them at that Time. N= 5 
As all their Doctrines proceed from their 
ſeveral Ways of thinking, and as they 
judge it beneath them to be guided by their 
Books; ſo ſome teach one Doctrine, and 
ſome another; ſome own the New Tefa- : 
ment to be wrote oy Inſpiration, and ſome 
deny it, juſt as they are then guided by 
ther V . 
And as they are, in general, Deſpiſers 
of Learning, and Univerſity Education, = 
| (which they pretend to rus Slew the Diſ- = 
 ciples, who taught the Goſſ ws. Dint of LH 
divine Inſpiration, and not thro' Learning) 7 
ſome who have had a ſmall Education, | 
and have likewiſe a Volubility of Speech, 1 
may make tolerable Diſcourſes; whereas ' | _ 
others who have had none at all, and yet - 1 
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SS ˙ 
undertake to 8 only teach falſe 
Doctrines, teaching what they underſtand not 
rthemſelves, but corrupt the ordinary Claſs 
of Mankind, who go to hear them; altho' 
their chief Deſign, at firſt, might be out 
of Curioſity, yet, at length, it tends to 
poiſon their Morals, and gives them wrong 
, 

„ They formerly practiſed Abſtinence 
© and Self- denial, but now, of late, none 
are prouder, and more luxurious, than 
* the Generality of them: They formerly 
« wore plain and coarſe Cloths; now the 
«« Men wear very fine Cloth, and are di- 
« ſtinguiſhed from others only by a par- 
ce riel r Shaping of their Coats, a little 
* pleated Cravat, and a ſlender Hat-band. 
6 The Women, nevertheleſs, wear flow- 
« ered, or ſtriped, or damask'd Silks, 
« and the fineſt Linen, cut and pleated in 
te Imitation of Lace; but they wear no 
Lace or ſuperfluous Ribbons ; however, 
e they are extreamly nice in the Choice of 
e Taylors, Sempſtreſſes, and Laundreſſes. 
“ Thoſe of the Men who wear Perriwigs, 
© have them of genteel Hair and Shape, 

*© tho*. not long: They are as curious in 
© their Meats, and as chearful in their 
« Drink, and as ſoft in their Amours, 
* and as much in the Enjoyment of Life, 
as others. They have generally denied 
« the Trinity of Perſons in the One God- 

| SE” | «« mend; 


cc 


* head, the Reſurrection of the Body, 
* the Incarnation of Feſus Chriff (which 
* they ſeem to look upon as a Figure) 
«the Locality of Heaven and Hell, and 
© many other Catholick Tenets.” - So far 
has the late Mr. Chamberlayne hinted in his 
Preſent State of Great Britain, 


I ſhall now conſider what the Naters 
alledge in Defence of themſelves, and their 
Optra” HT ORR ge: | 
If you ask them of how long Standing 
their Profeſſion has been, and from whence 
their Doctrine came, and upon what Au- 
thority the Women are allowed to teach 
as well as Men; they will tell you, They 
take their Authority from the Woman of 
Samaria, mentioned in the 4th Chapter of 
St. John: Who, as they pretend, was the 
_ firſt Woman Teacher that was inſpired by 
the Holy Ghoſt; and that they, from that 

Time, have a Right to lay Claim to the 

Gift of Infpiration..” 770 18 net 

So that they count Quakeriſm, or a free 
Inſpiration of the Spirit, as derived from 
that Time, to be the ancienteſt in the 
World, next to the Feiſh Religion. 
They likewiſe, in all their Arguments, 
make uſe -of Scripture as a Proof of the 
Soundneſs of their Doctrine: And, as I 
have already told you in the Caſe of the 
Woman of Samaria, in like manner all 
their Debates in Defence of their own 1 
a * 0 
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"| „ 
of Worſhip, they manage with a great 
deal of Cunning and Subtilty ; and often 
make ule of certain Texts of Scripture, to 
enable them the better to undergo Exami- 
nation, and ſtrengthen their Arguments. 
Another Inſtance of which. I will give, is 
this, viz. In Defence of the moving of the 
Spirit within them, they quote a Text of 
Scripture, which ſaith, , As many as are led 
by the Spirit, they are the Sons of God. 
Thus they miſinterpret the ſeveral Texts 
of Scripture, to make them ſubſervient to 
their own Ends. e . 
Their Way of publick Worſhip is, as 1 
have obſerved, beſt performed when their 
uaking Fits are upon them; thus pro- 
pheſied the Heathen Soothſayers of old: 
Non vultus, non color unus, non comptæ man- 
ſeræ comæ, ſed pectus anbelum, & rabie fera 
corda tument. 3 „ 
Who, in the Name of Wonder, that rea- 
ſons with themſelves, can think this a 
5 right Way of Worſhip ! Is God to be in- 
1 voked with the Turbulency, and violent 
_ - Paſſions, of their Spirits? No, certainly. 
1 : The Spirit of God, is the Spirit of Peace, 
1 Quietneſs, and 8 - He is not in 
=: Fire, Earthquakes, and Whirlwinds, but 
BY .. | in the ſoft and ſtil] Voice. It's not the 
| Quaking of the Body, but Humility and 
Reverence of Mind, which he requires. 


I own, 
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J own, I am aſham'd to mention theſe 
great Truths; that ſo much Ignorance 
Khould ſtill remain in them, as to deny all 

Miniſterial Ordinances and Knowledge at- 
' tained to by Study and Induſtry ; that 
they ſhould ſtill pretend to an inward Light 
from the Spirit; and that all our Learn- 
ing got by preaching, hearing, reading, 
or catechiſing, is but notional and car- 
nal, and hanging upon the Tree of Know- 
ledge. Be IN r 
| 20 They blaſphemouſly prate alſo, that 
« Chriff had Bis Failings, and that He 
« diſtruſted God on the Croſs, when He 
«© cried out, My God, my God, why haſt 
« thou" forſaken me? By which they over- 
* throw the Work of our Redemption, 
«« which none could perform, but he that 
* knew no Sin, . ers: Lips were found 
« no Guile; whom none of His Few: 
«© Enemies could accuſe of Sin .. 
They allow not Minifters to preach for 
| Tithes or Wages ; they abhor the very 
Thoughts of it: Altho' our Saviour faith, 
The Labourer is worthy of his Hire. And one 
of the Apoſtles likewiſe ſaith, That -th 
who ſerve at the Altar, ſhould live by the 
Altar. And if they communicate of their 
ſpiritual Things, why ſhould they not par- 
ticipate of the People's temporal Things. 


They 


0 See Roſe's View of all Religions. 


= £64 - 
_ They cannot abide ſtudied or methodi- 
cal Sermons, nor expounding, nor learn- 


ing in Marcers of Divinity. 
Thus we lee how contentedly ignorant | 


theſe People are, who deſpiſe ſuch Helps 
as God hath afforded. us 4 propagating 
the Goſpel. This puts me in Mind, the 
2yakers, in that Point, are not unlike the 
Roman. Catholic Prieſts, who prohibit the 
Uſe of the Bible as a dangerous Book, ten- 
ding to puzzle and confound the Minds of 
the common Sort of People : And, for that 
Reaſon, appoint but a few Places, here 


- 4% 4 


and there, which they read, in their. pub- 
lic Aſſemblies; and think thoſe Parts of 
the Bible ſufficient enough for them, with: 
out ſtudying it in private. 
But, to return to the Quakers, Is it not 
better to N and premeditate, than to 
utter, quicquid in buccam venerit, undigeſt- 
ed, immethodical, ignorant Traſh. Chriſt 
and His Apoſtles expounded and opened 
the Scriptures, and yet theſe Men reject 
EX 7 %%%; j˙t-. 
hey are alſo againſt ſinging of Pſalms, 
a Duty practiſed by I and ſtrictly 
urged by St. Paul and St. Fames. © 
"40 They are againſt Infant Baptiſm, and 
yet to Infants belong the Kingdom of 
ö. ̃ ²˙⁰-ů 
They have no ſet Days for divine Wor- 
ſhip, except the Lord's Day - EY 
„ be: That 


= 


That is to ſay, They keep not Feaſts 
nor Faſts in Celebration or Commemora- 
tion of any particular Time. Now and 
then, indeed, they appoint a Meeting an 
Evening or two in a Week; and then, 

or at any other Time, if the leaſt Diſtur- 
bance ' ſhould be made before they begin 
to hold forth, they then count the Place 
defiled, and fo refrain ſpeaking at all. 
Thus it becomes a ſilent ebe But if 
they ſhould happen to be teaching, and 
there ſhould be the leaſt Noife, ny then, 
for a while, drop their other Diſcourſe, - 
and hold forth to the Authors of the Dif- 
turbance, ſetting forth to them, the Wicked- 
neſs of prophaning the Houſe of God, and 


diſturbing God's peculiar People zealoutly 


met in Public Worſhip, and, at length, 


perhaps, drop into a fi res . 
Thus you ſee this Sort of People are to 
be ſilenced, or made mute, by every Puff of 
Wind. They formerly ufed no Prayer 
before and after their Difcourſes. Now, 
indeed, they uſe no particular Form, but 
ſay ſome one of their own compoſing ; 
which ſometimes 1s Sence, and fometimes 
Nonſence. nnn 
Your topping. fort of Quakers are 
aſhamed of the bad Orations which the in- 
ferior fort ſometimes make, and frequently 
exclaim againſt them in their Desks, ex- 
preſſing their Sorrow, that their Religion 
Ge 6 ſuffers 


(10) 
ſuffers, and is ſo much deſpiſed, by the 
Weakneſs of ſome of their Brethren; who 
teach before the Call or Movings of the 
Spirit directs them unto it. „ 
They likewiſe condemn ſet Hours of 
Prayer, and yet we read in the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, that the Third and Ninth Hours 
were ſet Hours of Prayer. 

But by theſe wild Fancies we may ſee 
bow odd, how fingular, and how Croſſ- 
grained theſe "Fav are in contradicting 
every thing, even God's Word itſelf, if it 
agree not to their ſhallow Reaſon, which 
they fooliſhly call the Spirit 
But certainly their Spirit, is the Spirit 
of Giddineſs, e with which 
they are troubled, and thus trouble all 
/ ͤ COT 
Jo reject (as they do) all outward Forms, 
and decent Ceremonies in Religion, is the 
intire Overthrow of Religion itſelf : Such 
as wearing the Hat, not kneeling in pub- 
lic Worſhip, and ſuch like: For altho* 
Religion conſiſts not in Ceremonies, yet, 
without them, it is like a Man ſtripp'd of 
his Garments, rude and uncouth, having 
no Beauty nor Comelineſs in it: And ſo, 
for wantof them, lie expoſed to all Injuries 
of Weather, and Danger of Death. As 
the Leaves of the Trees are not the Fruit 
thereof, and yet, without them, the Fruit 
will not proſper. V 
. bey 


(10) 

They value themſelves very much upon 
uſing thoſe Words, Thee and Thou, and 
afirm, they take it from our Saviour and 
his Diſciples, whom they pretend very 
much to imitate. They are likewiſe to be 
commended for being not addicted to ſwear- 
ing, (it being a very rare thing to hear a 
ſtaunch * ſwear) a Vice too much 
practiſed in this Age. It were to be wiſned 
all Mankind would follow that Example of 
theirs, as to yea, yea, nay, nay; for, as 
2 ſay, what is more than that cometh of 
The only Reaſon they can give for reje&- 
ing Univerſity Learning, is, Becauſe Chrif, 
and his Apoſtles, were not taught in 
Schools ; but this Opinion is abſurd and 
ridiculous ; for Chriff and his Apoſtles 
taught no other Divinity for the Matter, 
than what is taught in the Univerſities ; 
the Difference is only in the Manner of 
attaining this Knowledge; that is, they 
had it by Infpiration ; but we, by Study, 
Labour, and Inſtruction: Yet the Prophets 
had their Schools and Colleges both on the 
Hill of God. As you lee in ſeveral Places in 
Scripture. 1 Sam. x. 5. After that thou ſhalt 
come to the Hill of God, where is the Garriſon 
of the Philiſtines, and it ſball come to paſs, 
when thou art come thither to the City; that 
thou ſhalt meet a Company of Prophets coming 
down from the high E. with a Pſaltery, and 
3 : IDS 1 2 A | 4 


the, Place where we dwell with thee is too 
rait for us, Let us go, we pray thee: unto 


aTabret, and a Pipe, and a Harp before them, 


and they ſhall propheſie. Eliſha likewiſe had 
his College: 2. Kings vi. 1. 2. And the Sons 
of the Prophets ſaid unto Eliſha, behold now, 


Fordan, and take thence every Man a Beam, 


and let us mate a Place there, where we may - 
dwell.. And he anſwered, Go ye 


Thus you ſee that, altho God. 8 People. 


1 together with the Prophets in thoſe Days, 
were many times forced to hide — ae 


in Dens and Caves of the Earth; yet they 
had ſome Places wherein they allembled 
together, and in thoſe Places the: Prophers 
educated and taught the Children of God. 
They exclaim againſt our expounding 


the Scriptures, ; becauſe they. lay, the Apo- | 
ſtles expounded them: But this Conceit is 


alſo frivolous. and inconſiſtent: For, to 

what Purpoſe did Chriſi a appoint Doctors 
and Paſtors to continue ſtill with his Church, 
if they were not to expound Scriptures: 


What the Apoſtles briefly expounded, we 
expound more fully: For, in their Expo- 


ſitions, there be many intricate, obſcure, 


high, 1 Paſſages which n 
farther Expoſition. - 


God never repealed. all this Truth at £ 
one Time. : 

Among the eus we Gee chat 3 the 
Scribe, and the Lcvites, — the 
; aw. 


— co 


al 
Law. Ozrit took a Text in Lale. iv. 18. 
19. and expounded it, as likewiſe in other 
| Places. 


"The Quakers are likewiſe avoid, Minif. 
ters being called Maſters : But I would 
n — of chele Men, whether they that la- 
bour in the Word and Doctrine, are not 
worthy of Honour and ** I 
ſhould think they are worthy of double 
Honour; even honourable Titles, and an 
honourable Maintenance. Tis true, they 
ſhould not ambitioully affect Honours, nor 
ought they to 7 them. Ghriff was — 
eee 2 aſter, —_— — He never 
Ove T calling Q. ; 
| t. 1 4 1 cannot hold with chad 
in a this Point neither; nor think it requi- 
ſite, that all God's Miniſters ſhould work 
in different Trades, or Callings, like other 
Men, for two ſeveral Reaſons; firſt, Be- 
cauſe it may ſometimes be an Oecaſion of 
inning unto them, in their Way of Mer- 
chandiſe, and the like; herein every 
Man is to make the ant of his Bar 2 
therefore it is not requiſite they 
traffick for Gain. Secondly, It — — 
follow, that, becauſe our Saviour and his 
Diſciples taught for -_ Gain, that our 
3 Clergy ſhould do the like; for our Saviour 
; ſaith, I have organ re know not 
| He could make Vive Loaves, and a few 
ſmall N Wees, ſerve Five thouſand; yet it 


does 


LR 
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| | does not follow, that our Clergy is to do 
the like. Therefore, as I told you before, 
as a Trade or Calling might = them 
into Sin, it is judged moſt proper, and, I 
think, indeed, highly reaſonable, they 
ſhould have competent Maintenances 
whereby to ſupport them. ” TY 
They foolithiy fall out with the Word 
| Sacrament, becauſe not fully expreſſed in 
Scripture: But I would know, whether 
the Thing meant by this Word Sacrament, 
be not found in Scripture : . Where hath 
the Scripture forbid us to call Sacred 
Things by ſignificant Terms; They may 


1 


S —_— 
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=—_ as well ſay, that God is not every where, 

that He ſees not all our Actions, or that = 
He knows not every Thing which is tranſ- 1 
acted upon Earth: Becauſe theſe Words 
Omnipreſent and Omniſcient, are not imme |} 


diately uſed in Scripture. 15 | 
If they are thus againſt the Miniſters g 
taking of Tithes, then they would not have 1 
thoſe who wait at the Altar, partake 11 
with the Altar, which thwarts the Apo- 1 
ſtles Word Directly. Why ſhould not the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel receive Tithes as 
well as the Prieſts under the Law in former 
Times did, Tithes is as old as Chriſti- 
anity itſelf, even the Prieſts in Moſes Time 
received Tithes from the People. Is our 
Burthen then eaſier, or our Calling leſs 


deſerving? Its too much Preſumption 7 " if 


/ 
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diſcommend what Chriſt hath commended: 


Lou ſee in Luke xi. 42. That Chriſt cam- 


mended the Scribes and Phariſees for pay- 
ing their Tithes. EE Wi 
Would the Quakers then be counted 
worſe in their Generations than them. 
Is Infant Baptiſm to be rejected, becauſe 
the Scripture ſpeaks not expreſly of it ? 
You read in Alls xvi. 33. that Baptizing 
whole Families and Nations is there men- 
tioned, and we to believe Infants to 


be included in theſe. One would think it 
Satisfaction enough to read of their being 


circumciſed, and admitted to Chriſt, and 
that He ſhould ſo kindly receive them, as 
to utter that remarkable Expreſſion ; 
Suffer Little Children to come unto Me, and 


For bid them not, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Feremiab, an Infant, was ſanctifed 


by the Holy Spirit. The Hand of the Lord 
was with Fohn the Baptiſf an Infant, and 


he grew ſtrong in the Spirit. And another 


Place of Scripture ſaith, Can any Man for- 
bid Water, that theſe ſhould not be baptiſed, 
which have received the Holy Ghoſt. | 


| ſufficient to prove the Truth and great 
Neceſſity of Infant Baptiſm ; all theſe be- 


themſelves for us to imitate.  - 


ing Patterns handed down by the Apoſtles 


But 


I could quote a great Number of Proofs 
more to the ſame Purpoſe, but think thoſe 
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TC. 
But if theſe People called 2yaters, are 
thus ſuffered to be led by their own fhallow 

Underftandings, to pick what they pleafe 


out of Holy Writ, and leave what they 


| poſed for that Purpole. 


dont juſt approve of, they had much bet- 


ter never read the Old and New Teſfament 

at all; it being a great Thorn in their 
Fleſh, which, F 

„5 — will hardly root out. 


am afraid, a Death- bed 

Another very ſtrange Thing in them, 
is; They cannot reliſh David's Pſalns. 
Theſe dull, mute Souls, are ignorant that 
David made his Pſalms in — and 
ſung them like wiſe. Why then may we 
not do the ſame in our Language which 
David did in his? Befides, did not Christ 


ſing an Hymn? Did not Paul and Silas 


ng Pſalms to God at Midnight ? Doth not 
the Apoſtle exhort us to Pſalms, and Hymns? 
Ephes. v. and doth not St. James direct us 


to fing Pſalms, when we would be merry ? 
There are, in the Pſalms, as in a Store- 
houſe, all ſorts of Materials for Devotion, 


and for all Occafions. To fing a =_— 
when at your Devotion is as a refreſhing 
Shower after a dry Seaſon, it gladdens 


the Heart, it enlivens the Spirits, it fits 


you to go thro? your Devotion more chear- 

ly, and with greater Courage and Reſo- 
lution. David, when he was in the 
Height of his Troubles, and full of Afflic- 
tions, choſe to ſing Pſalms, which he com- 
They 


Wn =» 

They make Faith and Repentance ne- 
ceſſary Cancomitants of Baptiſm. — 
This they hold to exclude Infants from 
Baptiſm, but they ſhould know, that 
though Infants. have not Faith and Re- 
entance actually, yet they have both in 
oſſibility: The Seed of both are in them, 
ind the actual Faith of their Parents, ſup- 
plies the actual Defect of the Children. 
HhHeſides, Simon Magus, Alexander the 
Copper- Smith, and others, were vcd 3 
who neither had true Faith, nor Repen- 
tance; and Repentance was enjoyned to 
Simon, long after his Baptiſm, ' Afts viii. 
425 Ghrift was baptiſed, who needec 


2 
Y 4 
& 3 
{ ; 


neither Faith nor Repentance. «© _ © 
They ſay, That the Church is in God, 
therefore God is in the Church; for the 
ſame Reaſon they may lay likewiſe, That 
God is not in Heaven, becauſe Heaven is iri 
God: or, That Chriſt is not in us, ' becauſe 
we are in Chriſi. Chriſt, indeed, is in us 
as the Head, and we are in Him as the 
Members. The Church is in God, becauſe 
in Him we live, and move, and have both our 
natural and ſpiritual Being. God is in His 
Church by His Aſſiſt ance, Providence, and 
Spiritual Preſence: And therefore He hath 
promiſed, That where two or three are ga- 
thered together in his Name, there He will be 
in the Midſi of them, Matt. xviii. 20. FN 
10 „ Divers 
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Divers other abſurd Opinions they main- 
tain. Not to mention their horrid 


Blaſphemies, in affirming, that ſome of 
them are 2 ſome God himſelf, 


and ſome equal with God, becauſe 2 


have the Spirit in them which is in God. 


They maintain, that the Scripture is not 


the Word of God; that our preaching 


is Conjuration that ng the 


Scripture is adding to it, that the Letter 
of Scripture is carnal; that the Word is 
not the Rule to try the Spirits; that the 
Soul is a Part of God, and long exiſtent 
before the Body; that there is no Trini- 
ty; that Chriſi hath no other Body but 
his Church; that Chris coming in the 
Fleſh was but a Figure; that all Men 
have a Light in them ſufficient to Sal- 
vation ; that the Man, Chriff, is not 


aſcended into Heaven; that there is no 


Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ; 
that Prayer for Remiſſion of Sins is need- 
leſs; that we are juſtified by our own 


inherent Righteouſneſs; that there is 


no other Lite or Glory to be looked for, 
but in this World; that there is no 
local Heaven or Hell, nor Reſurrection 
of the Body ; that many of them can- 
not fin ; that the Calling of our Miniſ- 
try is Antichriſtian ; that our Preaching 
is altogether uſeleſs; that themſelves 
are immediately called by God; that our 

8 7 Wor- 


_ 


« and therefore all Things ought to 
% common; that no Man is to be called 


(2933 


© worſhipping God in the Church is hea- 
theniſh; that the Sprinkling of Children 
* with Water in Baptiſm is Antichriſtian; 
*© that we have no Sacraments; that Da- 
* vid's Pſalms are carnal, and not to be 
fung; that in our Churches, which they 


.C 


* 


— 


call Beaft Houſes, God is not worſhipped ; 
that Chriſt came to deſtroy all Seals 


c 


c 


— 


Maſter, or Sir, or to be ſaluted by the 
way; and that one Man ought not to 


'* have Power over another“ . 


I 


Here we ſee that theſe Men deſpiſe Magi - 


fracy, rejett the Miniſtry, ſlight all "Be. 


cency and Ordinances in Chriff*s Church; 
and, in a Word, overthrow,” as: much as 11 


them lycth, all Religion and Piety, ſetting up 
a Babel of their own, full of Impiety, Ion6- 
rance, and Blaſphemy : theſe are the Fruits of 


the too much Liberty, and the Effetts of read- 


ing Scripture by ignorant and malicious 


Spirits; who, like Spiders, ſuck Poiſon out 
_ of the ſweeteſt, and wholeſome? Flowers, and, 
like mad Men, uſe that Sword of the Mord 
to deffroy themſelves and others, which was 
* ordained to ſave, and defend us from our 


Enemies. 


The foregoing Conſiderations lead me 


on to quote Alexander Roſs yet farther in 


Relation to the Ranters in former Times, 


% , SITS 5-16 259.0 woe 


: dee Roſs's View of all Religions. 


* 
82 
. 
- > 
* 
2 
91 
* 


- - PEE * 
N NE * n 


4 
— * . r gate ml . %, «4% 4 
* — fG&. e ee — 2 


9 3 ä 


— 


„ 4 ET 


— 4 * 
—— 


4:20 


who, were not far from the-2yakers in their 
Opinions; only the Ranters acted upon the 


Stage, by an open Profeſſion of Lewdneſs 
and Irreligion; but the 2zakers within the 
Curtain as it were, by crafty and, ſeem-_ 
ingly, innocent Inſinuations and Pretences 

ne Sanctity, and the Contempt of the 


Things of this World. 


beg Pardon, Sir, for tiring your Pa- 
tience with this long Account of ſuch an 
unaccountable People; but, belore J en- 
tered upon their preſent Deſign of appeal- 


ing to Parliament, I thought it proper to 


ſet forth their Opinions and Morals, that 
you might, with leſs Trouble, inform 
yourſelf of the Nature of this fantaftical, 
fſtiffenecked, and ungovernable Generation. 
Nevertheleſs,. I muſt intrude once more 
upon your Good- Nature, in reciting a 
Quotation from a learned Author of a late 
excellent Treatiſe, in order to give you 
his Opinion of them. He ſays, that ſome 
of the Anabaptiſts, Familiſts, Millenaries, 
Browniſts, Ranters, Seekers, Perfectiſts, Ec. 
cemented themſelves in the People after- 
wards called 2yakers; and dates the Riſe 


of them two Years before my Account of 
them. | - | 


The 24aters, ſays he, whoſe unaccoun- 
table Exorbitancies and Illuminations had 
their firſt Appearance in the Vear 1649, in 
a few Years after grew extrayagantly mad, 


j £ if 


. Taz). 
if they may be judged by the reſt of the 

World. d 
* Tt was frequent with them to enter 
into public Congregations and diſturb 
the Preachers, calling them Hireling- 
« Prieſts, charging them with falſe Doc- 
* trine, and occaſioning great Diſturban- 
© ces. One of them, pretending an im- 
«© mediate Meſſage from God, went about 
ce the Streets denouncing his Judgments 
r“ againſt the Protector and his Council: 
Another, in Colcheſter, was ſo infatua- 
© ted, as to ſtarve himſelf to Death, upon 
» the Claim of a Commiſſion from the 
Spirit that he muſt faſt forty Days“. 
But the moſt impudent of all Mortals, 
was James Naylor, a late Soldier under 
General Lambert, who blaſphemouſly ſet 
up to be Feſus himſelf in Perſon, and fo 
with Garb, Hair and Looks, reſembling 
the Pictures of our Bleſſed Saviour, he 
went about with his Diſciples and Women 
miniſtring unto him, and ſo entered the 
City of Bristol, riding upon an Aſs, with 
Women and a Mob, crying Hoſanna ! &c. 
andgiving no other Anſwer to any Queſtion, 
but, Thou haßt ſaid it. The Magiſtrates 
of that City ſent him to Meſtminſter, where 
the Parliament reſolved, that Fames Naylor 
was guilty of horrid Blaſphemy, and a 

great Seducer of the People, and ordered the 

. TFH £ Speaker 
X Kacbard's Hiſt. England, pag. 721. 
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Speaker to pronounce this remarkable Sen- 
in Bro 7 
* To ſtand on the-Pillory two Hours at 
* Weſtminſter, to be whipp'd by the 
«© Hangman through the Streets from 
«© Weſtminſter to the Old Exchange, and 
e there to ſtand on the Piory two Hours 
“ more, his Tongue to be bored through 
c with a hot Iron, and his Forehead ſtig- 
e matized with the Letter B” (to pgni/y 
that he began his Deceit at Briſtol ) © to be 
« afterwards ſent to Briſtol, and conyeyed 
through the City on a Horſe bare backed, 
* and his Face backward, and his Body 
« whipp'd through the Market-Place ; 
* thence to be brought back to London, 
£ and committed to Priſon in Bridewel, 
« and thereto be reſtrained from all Com- 
* pany, and to have no Relief but what 
"6 be en Hated Labour; and being 
« debarr'd from the uſe of Pen, Ink and 
«© Paper, ſhall be kept to continual Work, 
„ till he ſhall be releaſed by the Parlia- 
r 
| It was ſome Reproach to humane Na- 
ture ( as Bp. Kennet juſtly obleryes) and a 
lamentable Proof of the Madneſs and En- 
thuſiaſm of thoſe Times, that this wretched 
Fellow, under all his Sufferings, had ſome 
of his Followers to admire and adore him, 
to lick his Wounds, to Kiſs his Feet, to 
| lean in his Boſom, and to do all that was 
prodigiouſly impious and filly. _ When 
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When he came firſt to Bridewel, to act 
on the Impoſture, he faſted three Days, 
but the Fleſh over-powering the Spirit, he 
| begg'd for Victuals, and fell to work. 
e was, for ſome time, diſowned by 
the 2yakers, but afterwards, upon ſome 
Acknowledgment, received again into their 
Favour 7 3795 $752 B46 567 $6-v0- 
I ſhall give the Reader another Inſtance, 
inſtead of many that might be collected 
from thoſe Times, of | Religious Frenzy; 
when nothing was more frequent than 
Propheſyings, and Inſpirations, and Pre- 
tences to immediate Revelations from 
At Walton upon Thames, in Surry, a Sol- 


dier, coming into the Church with a Can- 
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dle and Lanthorn, and being refuſed to 
hold forth there, went into the Church- 
yard ; and told che People, be had a Vi. 
fon, and received a Command from God, 
which he was to deliver, and which they 
were to govern themſelves by, under Pain 
of Damnation. It conſiſts, ſays he, of 
five Lights $65 | ff og 5 
Fin, the Sabbath is aboliſhed, as unne- 
ceſſary, Jewiſh, and meerly ceremonial.” 
Secondly, Tithes are abolithed, as Few:!/h 
Pa ceremonial, a great Burthen to the 
Saints of God, andagreat Diſcouragement 
- + 


of Induſtry and Tillage, - 


5 * 1 * 
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Mir dh, 
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, 
_ Thirdly, Miniſters are aboliſhed, as An- 
tichriſtian, and of no longer Uſe, now 
Chriſi Himſelf deſcends into the Hearts of 
His Saints, and His Spirit enlivens them 
with Revelations and Inſpirations 
_ Fourthly, Magiſtrates. are aboliſhed, as 
uſeleſs, ſince Chri# Himſelf is in the Puri- 
ty of the Spirit come amongſt us, and hag 
erected the Kingdom of the Saints upon 
the Earth: Beſides, Magi/frates are Ty- 
rants and Oppreſſors of the Liberty of the 
Saints, and tie them to Laws and Ordi- 
nances, meer humane Inventions. 
After this he takes a Bible out of his 

Pocket, holds it up to the People, and 
then goes on with the following Blaſphe- 5 
Here is a Book you have in great 
« Veneration, conſiſting of two Parts, 
« the Old and New Teftament. I muſt tell 
ce you(lays he) it is aboliſhed. It contains 
« beggarly Rudiments, Milk for Babes: 
«© But now Chri# is in Glory amongſt us, 
« and imparts a fuller Meaſure of his Spi- 
« rit to His Saints than this: can afford, 
* and therefore I am commanded to burn 
« hbakare your Facts: oO i 
Upon this, he ſet Fire to the Leaves, 
and then putting out the Candle, let them 
know his fifth Light was extinguiſhed. _ 

So you lee the Prophecy of Chriſt ful- 
filled, which ſaith; And there ſhall ariſe 
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many falſe Prophets, and falſe Chrifts in the 
World, who will teach in my Name, but 
receive them not, &c. 1 

Thus I have ſhewn you the ſtrange, un- 
natural Tempers 1 Opinions of theſe 
crafty People. And becauſe I myſelf 
would not be thought too partial, or too 
much prejudiced, in my Deſcription of 
them. pals: TS. „„ 

I have taken Pains to make divers 
Collections from ſeveral different Authors, 
who cannot all be miſtaken ; as well that 
T might not be overſeen in my Relation of 
their Opinions, as to furniſh me with ſuffi- 
cient Proofs to ſtrengthen my Arguments, 

T ſhall now, Sir, give you a Recital of the 


Petition which thoſe People called Quakers 


have preſented to the Confederation of the Par- 
liament; as it was ſpecify'd in the Votes of 
that Day. A Petition of the People called 


Qzuaters, was preſented to the Houſe, and 


read; ſetting forth, That notwithſtanding 
the ſeveral Acts of Parliament made for the 
more eaſy Recovery of Tithes, Church 
Rates, Oblations and other Eccleſiaſtical 
Dues in a ſummary. Way, by Warrant 
from Juſtices of the Peace ; that as the ſaid 
People conſcientiouſly refuſe the Payment 
thereof, they are not only liable to, but 
many of them have ang” go g ievous 
Sufferings by Proſecution in the Excheguer, 
Eccleſſa 32 and other Courts, to the 

1 5 = Impriſon- 
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Impriſonments of their Perſons, and the 
Impoveriſhing and Ruin of them and their | 

Families, for ſuch ſmall Sums as are reco- | 
verable by thoſe Acts; and therefore pray _ | - 
ing, that the Houſe will be pleaſed to take | 

I the Premiſes into Conſideration, and afford 

f them ſuch Relief therein, as the Houſe 

"=p ſhall ſeem meet. | „ 
Upon which, that Honourable Houſe 

was pleaſed to order Leave to bring in a 
Bill to enlarge, amend, and render more 
effectual, the Laws in being for the more 
eaſy Recovery of Tithes, Sc. from the 
„ ' oo 

_ Having mentioned the Petition, it will 
not be improper to turn to the Act of Par- 
liament itſelf, which they ſo much com- 
plain of; being an Act paſſed in the Seventh 
and Eighth of King William the Third. 


And is as follows; 
| | 3 0 
| « And whereas, by Reaſon of a pretended 
„ 5 « Scruple of Conicience, Quaters do refuſe to 
1 | « pay Tithes and Church Rates, Be it Enacted, 
„ by the Authority aforeſaid, That when any 
3 Quater ſhall refuſe to pay or compound for his 
_ great or ſmall Tithes, or to pay any Church- 
« Rates, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the 
two next Juſtices of the Peace of the fame 
« County (other than the ſaid Juſtice of Peace as 


= eis Patron of the ſaid Church er Chapel, whence 
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i * the ſaid Tithes do or ſhall ariſe, or no ways 
e intereſted in the faid Tithes ) upon the Com- 
3 | a plwKaint 
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plaint of any Parſon, Vicar, Farmer, or Pro- 


prietor of Tithes, Church-warden or Church- 
wardens, who ought to have, receive, or 
collect the ſame, by Warrant under their Hands 
and Seals, to convene before them ſuch Quaker 
or Quakers neglecting or refuſing, to pay or 
compound for the ſame, and to examine upon 
Oath (which Oath the ſaid Juſtices are hereby 
impowered to adminiſter ) or in ſuch Manner as 


by this Act is provided, the Truth and Juſtice 


of the ſaid Complaint, and to aſcertain and 
ſtate what is due, and payable by ſuch Quaker 
or Quakers, to the Party or Parties complain- 
ing; and by Order under their Hands and 
Seals, to direct and appoint. upon the Payment 
thereof, fo as the Sum ordered as aforeſaid, do 


not exceed Ten Pounds ; and upon Refuſal 
thereof, Sc. it ſhall or may be lawful to or for 


any one of the faid Juſtices, by Warrant, Sc. 
to levy the Money thereby ordered to be 
paid, by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Goods of ſuch 
Offender, his Executors, or Adminiſtrators, 
rendering only the Overplus to him, her or 
them; the neceſſary Charges of diſtraining be- 
ing thereout firſt deducted and allowed by the 


fag Jullice: 


The above Act being near expired in the 


firſt Year of the Reign of King GEORGE 
the firſt, another was made to ſtrengthen - 
the former. There was a Clauſe in the 
latter Part of the Act, Which ſaith to this 


Effect; . That it ſhall be ſettled upon Ap- 


e peal to the Quarter ſeſſions; if the Ap- 


c 
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ce pellant is aggrieved, the judgment 


« 


* 


ſhall be by them ſet aſide; but if not, 
it ſhall be confirmed with Coſts, unleſs 
there be a Diſpute concerning the Titles 


LY 


« of tack Tithes, c . 


Thus you have an ample Review of this 
Act of Parliament which is ſo ſore, ſo grie- 
vous, and fo burthenſome to them. 
An A@highly reaſonabe in the Eyes o 


[1 
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all conſiderate Perſons upon Earth. 


If they will thus conſcientiouſly refuſe to 
pay their lawful Tithes, they deſerve to be 
more than conſcientioufly puniſh'd for it. 

If their own Conſciences are to be their 


Rule, they may then pretend they have no 


- Right to pay any Manner of Tax at all; 


and ſo cheat the King of his Duty, and the 


Poor of their Dues. Re He 
If they are to be thus excuſed from pay- 
ing Tithes, upon the pretended Scruples of 
their Conſciences (as theA& juſtly expreſ- 
ſes it) it will not only tend to impoyeriſh 


the Clergy, but be the utter Ruin and 


Downufal of the Church of England, which 


is now by Law eſtabliſhed. 


It will not reach to the Quakers alone, 
but tothe greateſt Part of Mankind befides: 
The Jews, the Roman-Catholicks, and the 
ſeveral ſorts of Diſſexters, will defire the 
ſame Privilege likewiſe ; and all the Rea- 
ſon in the World, they ſhould have 2 
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The Waker: are acunning, ſubtle; crafty, 
E 


deceitful People, and foreſee, that if they 
are chf de. excuſed from paying their 
Tithes, it will draw ſeveral People (eſpe- 
cially the niggardly, and thoſe who have 
little or no Religion in them) to profeſs 
alen thus they lay a Scheme to 
ſtrengthen themſelves, and build their 
Foundation upon the Ruins of the Church 
of , F [ nn te 
Are theſe People to be thus ſuffered to 
go on in their own Way, without Oppo- 
3 God forbid !' „ 
But let us ſuppoſe, that the main Deſign 
of their Petition, is only to fix the Deter- 
mination of their Tithes to two of his Ma- 
jeſty's Juſtices of the Peace; yet this is an 
unreaſonable Demand: For, as the laſt 
CTClauſe jn the Act fignifies, that it ſhall be 
decided by two or more of his Majeſty's 
| Juſtices of the Peace, except a Diſpute 
ſhall ariſe about the Right and Title of the 
ſaid Tithes, they are at their full Li- 
berty to chooſe whether they will ſuffer 
their Cauſes to be carried into other Courts: 
And if they will thus obſtinately, not only 
refuſe to pay (but diſpute the Right and 
Title of) their lawful Tithes, they then 
ut it out of the Power of the Quarter 
Seſfions to decide the Matter; it muſt, 
therefore, infallibly fall into the Eccle- 
faſtical, or other Courts. a 8 
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1 16fe "People. are ſo Sten the 1 
[ | Cry onſeiehce is che ficreſt Place t SOR 
[14-53% govern them. 
ö N However; If 1 5 is given the to 
2 in another Act to diſannul the laſt 
* Clauſe in the one Act of Parliament, 
#7 + relating to the Right and Title of their 
0 Iithes, the Legiſlature may, in my hum- 
EE Ble Opinion, as well diſſolve the Act itſelf: 
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